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Docket No. BOC9-2003-0077 (448) 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
instant application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for automatically performing instant messaging 
actions comprising the steps of: 

displaying a user selectable list of subscribers in a graphical user interface of an 
instant messaging service; 

selecting at least one subscriber a group of subscr ibers- in an inactive state from the 
list of subscribers in the graphical user interface, the inactive state being any state where 
an instant messaging session cannot be established with a subscriber, types of inactive 
state including an offline state, a do-not-disturb state, and an out-of-office state; 

specifying a particular type of inactive state for each selected subscriber; 

displaying in the graphical user interface the selected subscriber subscribers in the 



subscriber su bsc ribers being monitored for a state change , wherein the visually distinctive 
manner includes at least one of a distinctive icon, a distinctive font, a distinctive font 
color, and a distinctive background color ; 

displaying in the graphical user interface options of action to be performed when a 
subscr iber-m the selected group subscriber becomes active , wherein the options of action 
are configurable via the graphical user interface ; 

designating at least one action from the options of action for each specified type of 
inactive state via the graphical user interface, the at least one designated action to be 
automatically performed with respect to each subscriber in the group when the 
subscriber's state changes from the specified type of inactive state to an active state; 




manner so that- 



as to identify the 
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monitoring a state change for each selected subscriber in the selected group ; 

automatically detecting a state change of the selected subscriber at-4 east one ef 

said-sufes cribers in s aid-group; and 

automatically executing said designated action associated with said at-teast-ene 
subscriber responsive to said detecting step. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein said action is an instant 
messaging initiation action that initiates an instant messaging session between the user 
and said at least one subscriber. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said action includes at least one action 
selected from the group consisting of a notification action, a prompting action, and a 
message conveyance action. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein all steps are performed by 
said instant messaging client. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein said instant messaging client includes a 
Lotus Sametime (TM) type client. 

6-37. (Cancelled). 

38. (Currently Amended) A machine-readable storage having stored thereon, a 
computer program having a plurality of code sections, said code sections executable by a 
machine for causing the machine to perform the steps of: 

displaying a user selectable list of subscribers in a graphical user interface of an 
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instant messaging service; 

selecting at le ast one subscriber a group o f s ub scribers in an inactive state from the 
list of subscribers in the graphical user interface, the inactive state being any state where 
an instant messaging session cannot be established with a subscriber, types of inactive 
state including an offline state, a do-not-disturb state, and an out-of-office state; 

specifying a particular type of inactive state for each selected subscriber; 

displaying in the graphical user interface the selected subscriber subs cribers in the 
se4 e - e - ted- - greu p in a visually distinctive manner so that a user can as to identify the 
subscriber subscribers being monitored for a state change , wherein the visually di stinctive 
manner includes at least one of a distinctive icon, a distinctive font, a distinctive font 
color, and a distinctive background color ; 

displaying in the graphical user interface options of action to be performed when a 
sub s cribe r in the selected group subscriber becomes active , wherein the options of action 
are configurable via the graphical user interface ; 

designating at least one action from the options of action for each specified type of 
inactive state via the graphical user interface, the at least one designated action to be 

automatically performed with respect to each subscriber m— fee- group when the 

subscriber's state changes from the specified type of inactive state to an active state; 

monitoring a state change for each selected subscriber in the selected gro up; 

automatically detecting a state change of the selected subscriber at least on e of 
sa i d subscribers in said group ; and 

automatically executing said designated action associated with said at-l-cast one 
subscriber responsive to said detecting step. 

39. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable storage of claim 38, wherein said 
action is an instant messaging initiation action that initiates an instant messaging session 
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between the user and said subscriber. 

40. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable storage of claim 38, wherein said 
action includes at least one action selected from the group consisting of a notification 
action, a prompting action, and a message conveyance action. 

41. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable storage of claim 38, wherein all 
steps are performed by said instant messaging client. 

42. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable storage of claim 41, wherein said 
instant messaging client includes a Lotus Sametime.TM. type client. 

43-44. (Cancelled). 

45. (Currently Amended) An instant messaging system comprising: 
at least one memory; and 
at least one processor configured to: 

display a user selectable list of subscribers in a gr a phical user interface of 
an instant messaging service; 

select at least one subscriber in an inactive state from the list of subscribers 
in the graphical user interface, the inactive state being any state where an instant 
messaging session cannot be established with a subsc riber, ty pes of inactive state 
including an offline state, a do-not-disturb state, and an out-of-office state; 

specify a particular type of inactive state for each selected subscriber; 

display in the graphical user interface the selected subscriber in a visually 
distinctive manner so as to identify the subscriber being monitored for a state 
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change, wherein the , visuall y distinctive mann er i n cl udes at least one of a 
distinctive icon, a distinctive font, a distinctive fo nt colo r, and a distinctive 
background color; 

display in the graphical user interface options of action to be performed 
when the selected subscriber becomes active, where in the o ptions of action are 
configurable via the graphical user interface; 

designate at least one action from the options of action for each specified 
type of inactive state via the graphical user interface, the at least one de signated 
action to be automatically performed with respect to each subscriber when the 
subscriber's state changes from the specified type of inactive state to an active 
state; 

monitor a state change for each selected subscriber; 
automatically detect a state change of the selected subscriber; and 
automatic al i v execute said designated action associated with said 
subscriber re s ponsive to said detecting step 

interface of an instant messaging service - 
means fo r se lecting a group of subs cr ibers in an inactive state from the li st in the 

graphical u ser interface, the inactive state being any stat e where an instant messaging 

s ession can not be estab lishe d with a subscriber, type s o f i na ctive state including an 

efg hne state, a do net - disturb state, and an out of office - stat e; 

m e ans for displa y ing in the graphical u s er interf ace the s ubs cribers i n the selected 

group in a visua lly distin ct iv e manner so that a user ca n identi f y the s u b scribers being 

monit o red for a state change; 

means for d isplayi n g - in th e gr aphical user interface - options of action to be 

perf ormed when a subscriber in the s elected group beco me s active ^ 
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means-fog-designating at least one action fr om the option s of- a^t ieft-jeF-eaeh-4ype 

ef-bae tive-state v ia-th e graphical u s er interface, the at l east-o ne designated actio n-to-be 

automatically performed with r e spect t e each sub scr i ber in the gr oup- ^vhen th e 
su bscriber's state ch ange&-#e m the type of inactive s ta te - tean active - s tate - ; 

means - for monitoring a state cha ng e for ea c h subscriber -m the selected -greupf 
m ean s -for auten wfei cail> f detecting a state ch ang e of at - le a s ^-ene-of-sa M subscribers 
in-said-grou p - j -- an - d - 

means for au t omatically executing said design at ed a ct i on a s sociated with said at 

lea st one subscriber resp onsive to said d etecting step . 
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